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Introduction to the Topic

ÂParadox



The Globalisation 

Debate

Â3 Globalisation Camps

ÂHyperglobalists

ÂSkeptics

ÂTransformationalists
Åñ[Globalisation] is the increasing flow of trade, finance, 

culture, ideas, and people brought about by the 

sophisticated technology of communications and travel 

and by the worldwide spread of neoliberal capitalism, 

and it is the local and regional adaptations to and 

resistance against these flowsò (Lewellen, 2002:8)



Hyperglobalists
Â globalisition a new phenomenon

Â The Neoliberals

Â emergence of a single global market

Â global capitalism, competition and free trade lead to 

prosperity (in Held et al, 1999)

Â TNCs are protagonists (ibid)

Â nation-state?

Â culture: universalisation, homogeneity, assimilation - Ăa 

culture changes completely and loses its original traits 

due to subsumption by a dominant oneñ (Murray, 

2006:227)



Skeptics

Â question existence 

of globalisation

Â not a new phenomenon (Hirst und Thompson, 2003)

Â āideological constructó to achieve political/economic aims (in 
Held et al, 2003:5)

Â new form of imperialism (Van der Pijl, 1999)

Â protagonists: TNCs, int. economic institutions, banks and 
nation-states

Â role of nation-states not undermined, as ñmost economic 
activity is still rooted in nation-statesò (in Murray, 2006)

ÂCulture: autarkic model of cultural interaction 
(Lewellen, 2002)



Globalisation and 

Transnational Crime

Ásystemic conflict

Áconflicts do not lead to the 

collapse of economies 

Áorganised crime benefits from 

globalisation through 

networks

Áorganised crime just like 

multinational corporation



Soviet-Afghan War (1979 

- 1989)

Â Soviet invasion in December 1979

ÂOutbreak of global war of faiths: Ă[A] worldwide 

struggle between communist atheism and God´ s 

communityñ(Jimmy Carter, 1980)

ÂWeapons worth $10 billion to Mujaheddin (Naylor, 

2005)

Â In Pakistan, humanitarian aid to Afghan refugees only 

if willing to join jihadist parties (Khattak, 2002)



Breeding and flow of jihadists

in/to Afghanistan and 

Pakistan
Â ĂWe are fighting a jihad and this is the first Islamic international 

brigade in the modern era. The communists have their 
international brigades, the West has NATO, why can´ t the 
Muslims unite and form a common front?ñ(PAK General 
Hameed Gul,1989 in Rashid, 2000:129)

Â 35.000 fighters from 43 nations

Â 100.000 radicals with direct contact to PAK und AFG 
madrassas and training camps

Â 3 million refugees to Pakistan - children attend madrassas

Â ĂThey were indoctrination nurseries designed to produce 
fanatics. The primers,...,stated that the Urdu letter jeem stood 
for jihad; tay for tope (cannon); kaaf for kalashnikov and khay 
for khoon (blood).ñ(Ali, 2002:196)



Role of opium in Soviet-

Afghan War

ÂCollapse of governments in 

Golden Triangle (South Vietnam and Loas) 

und drought period

Â Systematic destruction of afg. fields by SU

Â Iranian Revolution

Â Bank of Credit and Commerce International 

(BCCI) - Ăillegal arms-for-drugs tradeñ (USA, 

Great Britain) (Devito, 2005:17)

ÂMujaheddin parties finance weapons and 

mercenaries with opium cultivation and trade



After Soviet 

withdrawal 1989

ÂGlobalised Jihad

ÂĂThe war left behind an uneasy coalition of Islamist organizations intent on 
promoting Islam against all non-Muslim forces. It also left a legacy of expert 
and experienced fighters, camps, training grounds, and logistical facilities, 
elaborate trans-Islam networks of personal and organizational 
relationships, a substantial amount of military equipment ...and, most 
important, a heady sense of power and self-confidence over what had been 
achieved and a driving desire to move on to other victoriesñ (Huntington, 
1997:247)

ÂOpium trade

ÂUSA lost interest in Afghanistan, 
Mujaheddin lost their greatest financer

ÂEmergence of new trade routes in 
Central Asia



(Cooley, 2000:vii)



Intra Afghan Civil War

Â After Soviet withdrawal, end of jihad is 

declared  

Â AFG government resists against Mujaheddin

(1989 -1992)

Â 1992 USA and Russia officially stop financing 

the Afghan civil war 

Â 1992 government is handed over to 

Mujaheddin

Â No agreements reached over power sharing -

new conflict: power, ethnicity, regions, cities

Â Collapse of state and

emergence of war economy/ ôKalashnikow 

cultureô



Summary of globalisation in AFG 

prior to the emergance of Taliban
Â Global conflict 

Â Globalisation of a militant Islamic network

Â Systematic breeding of a new generation of jihadists through FDI

Â Glorification of the myth of jihad to achieve political aims

Â FDI in illegal opium industry

Â Collapse of Soviet Union - only one political economy remained -ñThere is no 
alternativeñ- Margaret Thatcher

Â Collapse of AFG nation-state

Â Emergence of market-friendly condition

Â Adjustment to new conflict economy 

Â Perverse privatisation of everything - violence, taxation, security, humanitarian 
aid, public sector

Â Continuing trade of opium through existing networks

Â Emergence of new elites - warlords

Â Continuing conflict - the FDI gap left behind by the super powers quickly replaced by 
regional powers



The Taliban

Â Before entering the Afghan civil war (1989 -
1994) ïneither represented by a political 
party nor involved in military actions

Â Birth of movement and leader

Âāmysteryó, āunclearó, āsubject of much 
speculationó (Marsden,1999); āalmost 
impossible to determineó (Maley, 2002); 
āsecrecyó, āmysteryó, āentire factory of myths 
and storiesó (Rashid, 2000); āfounding 
narrativeó, āmost mythologized eventsó (Coll, 
2004)

Â Internal & External Factors


